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Health Care Reform as we know it is dead. D-E-A-D.  It’s back 
to the drawing board and that board will show a very scaled 
back version of Health Care Reform.  If the far left hated the bill 
before (as it did not embrace a single payer system and did not 
contain a public option), they will downright gag at this baby.     
 
Start with the ideas put forward by Mark McClellan, the former 
Medicare director under President George W. Bush.  Add a few other popular concepts and you 
will get a bill that contains: 

Banning the denial of coverage to children with medical problems 
Forbidding insurers from canceling the policies of people who get sick,  
Limiting what the companies may spend on overhead and profits (instead of direct medical 

care) 
Eliminating lifetime dollar limits on coverage  
Allowing children to stay on their parents' coverage into their late 20s. 
Providing Federal funding for high-risk insurance pools to provide affordable coverage for 

people in poor health shut out of the private market.  
Issuing tax credits to help small businesses get and keep coverage. 
 

That’s all – no subsidies for non-poverty level families to purchase health care, no health insur-
ance exchange to allow an apples-to-apples comparison and reasonable expectations of what a 
basic health care insurance plan should look like, no cost containment provisions, no focus on 
prevention, no increase in funding for community clinics to serve what would have been a large 
number of folks receiving coverage and diverting from emergency rooms to primary care situa-
tions.   
 
It’s not solely about the election of a Republican in Massachusetts, though that is a major fac-
tor.  It is the third election in a row in which two factors were in play: 

 The left was unmotivated and key voting groups just stayed home 
Independents swung widely to the Republicans 

 
The noted Democratic pollster, Celinda Lake, has developed a category of voter called “the Ris-
ing American Electorate”.  This group is comprised of unmarried women, people of color, and 
18-29 year olds.  In 2008, they comprised 36% of all voters who participated in Massachusetts.  
On Tuesday, they fell to 27% of all voters who showed up to vote.  That 9% is huge in a special 
election.   
 
 

 



According to the Frank Newman at the Gallup Poll,  49% of registered voters are Independents, 
35% are Democrats and only 13% are Republicans in Massachusetts.   And the Independents, 
who voted 57% for the Democratic Candidate Barack Obama, flipped dramatically and voted 3-
1 for Republican Scott Brown according to a poll completed by Ms. Lake.  Huge change in alle-
giance?  Try one of tsunami proportions.  This follows on the heels of the Virginia and New 
Jersey gubernatorial races in which independents voted for the Republican candidate by 2-1 in 
each state.   
 
So the electoral message is that Democrats are unenthusiastic and Independents are either angry 
or scared of the Democrats.  These factors have scared moderate Democrats, especially senators 
in “purple states” like Missouri and Virginia as well as House members in traditionally Repub-
lican or toss-up seats.   
 
Groups like MoveOn.org will say that the public supports a public option and that is why voters 
sat out the most recent election.  But the “Let’s Start Over” gang is now farther away than ever 
from getting either Single Payer or a Public Option.  There are those who say good riddance 
and start over.  But “starting over”  will mean limited provisions in very small bill.  Truly start-
ing over will not happen for another political generation.  It took 18 years the last time.  So for 
all of those who threatened to move to a country that has a government run program until the 
US changes the health care system, book your return ticket for 2028, when we might be in the 
right mindset as a country to once again consider Health Care Reform. 
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