
June 30, 2009

Mr. Sean Casey
Executive Director, First 5 Contra Costa
1485 Enea Court, Suite 1200
Concord, CA 94520

Dear Mr. Casey,

As representatives of the health care sector in this county, we are writing to urge that 
First 5 Contra Costa continue its strong support for prenatal health care services.  
Specifically, we would request that First 5 provide a one-time bridge grant of $125,000 to 
Planned Parenthood so that it can continue providing critically needed prenatal services 
over the next six months, as its program transitions to a new, independently sustainable 
model.  

As you know, grant funding from First 5 Contra Costa has enabled Planned Parenthood 
to provide prenatal services to hundreds of low-income women since 2006.  Patients 
receive care in three health centers – located in Antioch, Richmond, and Concord.  Your 
support has been essential to sustaining these services because Planned Parenthood’s only 
other source of reimbursement – Medi-Cal – is woefully inadequate; Planned Parenthood 
loses approximately $900 per pregnancy.  

First 5’s grant funding to Planned Parenthood will run out in July of this year, and in 
anticipation of this deadline, the organization has been working closely with Contra 
Costa Health Services to design an innovative financial model that would allow Planned 
Parenthood to continue providing these vital services.  Without a better payment 
mechanism, Planned Parenthood cannot afford to keep its prenatal program open after 
mid July.  

Planned Parenthood and Contra Costa Health Services are close to entering into a 
partnership that would sustain the prenatal program (which provides comprehensive 
services to almost 500 women per year).  However, the organizations have not finalized 
what has proved to be a complex and time-consuming planning process.  

A one-time bridge grant of $125,000 would help allow Planned Parenthood to keep its 
program running for the next six months.  The funds would leverage another grant that 
Planned Parenthood is optimistic it will receive from the Contra Costa Futures Fund for 
$100,000.  Together, both grants would meet the total cost of running the prenatal 
program for 6 months - approximately $225,000.  



Six months would allow Planned Parenthood and CCHS to determine whether their 
promising partnership is in fact feasible.  On the other hand, if the plan proves 
unworkable, the six month timeframe would allow Planned Parenthood to close down its 
program in an organized and humane way.  Other prenatal providers would need time to
ramp up their capacity and educate the community about their availability.  The 
alternative, a “hard stop” to Planned Parenthood’s program within the next few weeks,
would disrupt current patients’ care and block access for new patients.  

In Contra Costa County, the need for prenatal care to low-income women remains high.  
The percentage of babies born at low birth weight in this county is growing, and wide 
racial disparities exist in access to services.  In recognition of this need, First 5 Contra 
Costa has built support for prenatal care into its mission.  One of the goals in your 2006 
Strategic Plan is to ensure “Access to quality perinatal care (prenatal to 6 weeks 
postpartum).”  

We respectfully request that you extend this arm of your mission by funding Planned 
Parenthood’s program for another 6-month period, during which it will transition to what 
we expect to be a new, independently sustainable model.  Your support will ensure the 
ongoing care for vulnerable patients throughout the County.    

Thank you for your careful consideration of this letter.

Sincerely, 

J. Kendall Anderson
President and CEO
John Muir Health

Benjamin Aune
President and CEO
Operation Access

Wendell Brunner, MD, PhD
Director of Public Health
Contra Costa Health Services

Jane Garcia
CEO, La Clínica de La Raza
Chair, Community Clinic Consortium

Cheryl Johnson, CEO
Brookside Community Health Center

Gary Rapaport 
CEO, Sutter Delta Medical Center
Chair, E. Bay Section, Hospital Council

Patricia Tanquary
CEO, Contra Costa Health Plan


